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Course Description:
The CAMBRIDGE program for 6th grade Advanced/Gifted Language Arts at Glades Middle School aims to help learners develop not only content but also skills that can help them pave the way to the next stage of education and be better equipped to compete in a global economy. Cambridge learners are encouraged to be:

· Confident in working with information and ideas – their own and those of others. 

· Responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others.
· Reflective as learners, developing their ability to learn.

· Innovative and equipped for new and future challenges. 
· Engaged intellectually and socially ready to make a difference. 
Course Objectives:

Students will be able to demonstrate communicative competence, creativity, critical skills, and cross-cultural awareness. Students will also be prepared to master the Florida Standards Assessment in reading and writing. 
Course Materials:
· Textbook – Collections (Provided by teacher)

· Class Novel –Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None. (Provided by teacher)
Required Materials/Supplies:

· A notebook or binder for notes and written work (okay to share with other classes)

· A pen (blue or black ink preferred) and pencils with eraser.

· Headphones or ear buds.

Technology:

· Class Dojo – Used as primary method of communication with parents and to monitor student behavior. 

(Registration information will be provided separately). 

· Teacher website: http://kbarroso.weebly.com/ 

· www.Kahoot.it and www.Quizizz.com for informal assessments and reviews. 

Assessments: 
In addition to district assessments, students can expect to take a variety of formal and informal, teacher-created assessments throughout the year including pre- and post-tests to measure individual performance on specific standards. Cambridge students may also be required to take the Cambridge International progression papers.
Homework: 

· Two (2) lessons of iReady Reading must be successfully passed at a rate of 70% or higher each week (Monday–Sunday) beginning in September and continuing throughout the year with minimal interruption unless otherwise notified by teacher. A third lesson may be completed for extra credit each week, but completion of the third lesson is optional. 

· Essay revisions, any work not completed during class time and quizizz reviews may be given as homework at teacher discretion.  

*Failure to complete homework assignments may have a significant impact on the overall grade for the class so students would be well advised to complete homework to the best of their ability on a regular basis. 

Make-Up Work for Excused Absences:

Upon request, make-up work will be provided to students with a verified, excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed, complete it, and turn it in within one week of the absence. 
Grading Criteria:
	Writing and Projects
	
40%


	Homework and Classwork
	30%

	Participation and Effort 
	15%

	Assessments
	15%


Grading Scale:

	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	D
	60-69

	F
	0-59


 Learning Expectations:

1. Come to class on time, prepared, and with an open mind. 
2. Always give your best effort and take pride in your work.
3. Always use technology appropriately.
4. Always follow classroom rules and procedures properly.
5. Always use mistakes to your advantage.
Classroom Rules: 
1. Listen and follow directions.

2. Raise your hand before speaking or leaving your seat.

3. Respect your classmates, your teacher, and your environment. 

4. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

5. All school rules apply in the classroom.
Discipline/Consequences:
I use a behavioral management system called Class Dojo. Conducts grades for all students will be determined in part by the behavior reports generated through Class Dojo for each grading period. 

For students who fail to heed verbal warnings and require additional structure in the classroom setting, the following discipline plan will be implemented:

1. Loss of Class Dojo points.

2. Parent/guardian communication via call/message or PTC. 

3. Temporary removal from class. 

4. Behavioral referral to administrative office.

***Please note that certain behaviors, such as insubordination and fighting, may result in an automatic referral without going through the discipline steps outlined above. 

Media Release Parental Consent

Please be advised that during the year, your child may be photographed, video taped, or interviewed at various school-sponsored events. Your child’s teacher also takes photographs and videos of students to share with parents through Class Story on the Class Dojo App or on the social media accounts for Glades Middle School. 

_____YES, my child’s photograph/video/interview MAY be reproduced and released for use by the teacher in Class Story on Class Dojo or on Glades Middle School social media outlets. 

_____NO, my child’s photograph/video/interview may NOT be reproduced and released for use by the teacher in Class Story on Class Dojo or on Glades Middle School social media outlets. 
Movie Opt Out Notice


Please be advised that your child will read Agatha Christie’s murder mystery, And Then There Were None, during the course of this class and that we will conclude the novel study by watching the movie that corresponds to the book. 


The movie is a made-for-TV mini-series that was aired on television in 2015. There is no explicit violence shown in the movie, but it does have a couple of bloody scenes that may be disturbing to sensitive viewers. I feel strongly that viewing the film has academic value for students, who will get to see the discrepancies between a written work and the way it is portrayed on the big screen. Students will be asked to compare/contrast the book with the movie after we are done with both. 


If you have no objection to your child watching this movie in my class, there is no need to do anything. However, should you prefer that your child NOT watch the movie in my class, please advise me of your request in writing via Class Dojo or email (kbarroso@dadeschools.net) prior to Friday, September 7, 2018. Students who do not participate in the movie will be sent to a different classroom and given an alternate assignment on viewing days. 
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